nyone who has ever been ona
Sporting Clays course knows
how some shooters frantical-
ly work their choke tube
wrenches to change tubes between stands.
After shooting a close-range simulation of
a flushing pair of bobwhite quail, for
example, they quickly spin out their
Cylinder bore or Skeet tube and torque in
Improved Cylinder or a light Modified
choke for a couple of passing-mallard shots
at 30 to 35 yards. Indeed, choke changing
has been a way of life in Sporting Clays,
and it certainly makes the game interesting.
"The people who distribute the new line
of Victory shotshells stateside have a dif-
ferent idea, however. Instead of continu-
ally changing choke tubes to manipulate
patterns, they say why not just switch loads
to get a pattern that is more suited to your
particular range and/or target? It’s much
easier and you can concentrate on the
targets, not choke changing.
Victory’s line of target-grade ammuni-
tion is color-coded so you can readily
select the right round without fumbling.
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When going from a close-in quail or
woodcock stand to a more-distant crossing
shot, for instance, merely reach for the red
loads with tighter-patterning 8’s, rather
than the green ones with 9’s that spread
more widely. And if you want more pellet
energy in a tight-shooting load, there is
always the beige cartridge with 714's.

Shooters who never pattern their guns
and loads may not believe changing loads
can affect performance from the same
gun/choke combination, although my
writing about reloads has continually men-
tioned this possibility. The potential exists;
the only question is whether a given line of
shotshells can actually deliver pattern vari-
ations reliably.

To learn exactly what my Sporting Clays
gun would do with different Victory loads,
I set up my patterning boards and began
plastering them. I have never been one for
excessive choke-tube changing, so in recent
months I gravitated to a Hastings No. 2
Skeet tube for my Beretta Model A-303
Sporting Clays gun with a 28” barrel. The
tube has a 15-point constriction, which

ICTORY

By Don Zuiz

Victory offers plenty of variety
in their new line of shotshbells to
make anyone bappy, whetber they
shoot trap, skeet or Sporting Clays.

might also be called a “light Modified”
choke. I think it fits the demands of
F.IL.T.A.S.C. quite nicely.

With that tube in place, my gun was
used to pattern at 25 yards, a distance I
thought would be about the transition
point from open to tighter patterns. It
would also tend to show overall distribu-
tions and core concentrations better than
40-yard patterns.

The accompanying photos show some
typical results from my three-shot tests on
each load. The Victory 3Z-gram (1%-
ounce) 550 Super Sporting load with 9’s
filled out the 30”-diameter circle very
evenly, and some shot also impacted on the
peripheral area. On each pattern sheet, the
9’s gave a full 30” spread that would have
scored the target.

A handful of Victory target loads showing
the color-coding method used. The sec-
tioned cartridge shows the typical wad
design developed by G&L Calibers.




Victory Has A Different Idea

When the Victory 550 Super load with
32 grams of #8 shot was patterned, the
results were entirely different. The photo
shows a marked tendency toward center
density at 25 yards, meaning the shot
string’s main expansion took place be-
tween 25 to 35 yards. That bodes well for
longer-range effectiveness. Ditto for the
rounds with #7% shot.

The Victory Sporting loads did indeed
alter patterns from my particular gun/
choke combo. Will every gun do the same?
As I have said time and again, each gun/
load duo is a physical law unto itself, so
you will have to pattern individually to be
absolutely sure. From my own patterning,
however, it seems the Victory line does
accomplish these distribution changes and
does it as reliably as any other line, more
reliably than most.

The Company

Victory cartridges are the work of a
company called G&L Calibers of Nicosia,
Cyprus. (For those of you who have trou-
ble with geography like me, Cyprus is an
island in the eastern Mediterranean Sea off
the southern coast of Turkey.) As I under-
stand, the loads were originally engineered
by a competition shooter named Lakis
Psimolophitis, who wanted better ammu-
nition for his own use. Considerable time
went into the development of his loads.
When he did finalize them and began using
them in European and British competi-
tions, they gave splendid results. Other
shooters became interested in the Cypriot

The powder in Victory loads is a broad-
flaked sheet powder made with nitro-
cotton. It is soft-recoiling and clean-
burning and is apparently from the
fast-rate end of the Vectan powders by
SNPE Group of France.

The Victory wad was designed by G&L
Calibers for their own loads and fits for a
good gas seal and excellent patterns.

shotshells, and in a short time a sizeable
demand arose.

To meet the international demands,
G&L Calibers built an entirely new pro-
duction facility, complete with the newest
equipment and computer controls. The
company has developed its own plastic
formula for these hulls, which are of the
Reifenhauser type with a cylindrical body,
plastic base-wad insert and high-quality
brass head polished to a high luster.

The powders used in the Victory loads
are imported from France and are said to
be made of nitrocotton. A main source of
pride at G&L Calibers is the high velacities
they can achieve without significant recoil,
thanks to the lower number of “calories”
per grain of powder. The charges have con-
siderable bulk, as the powders have big
flakes of the cut-sheet type. I'll talk more
about load velocities when we get to the
individual loads available stateside.

The wads in the Victory shells are
devised by G&L Calibers for each respec-
tive loading. The one-piece plastic wads
have a cushioning segment comprised of
two layers of square, compressible voids

separated by a secondary gas seal. There is
one square void directly atop the over-
powder disc and two such squares beneath
the shotcup. The overpowder flange is
deep, and as is often encountered on over-
seas wads, the shatcups are split but remain
attached by a thin web of plastic linking the
petals. On the outer sides of the shotcup
there is a series of rings which apparently
attempt to keep the entire shotcup away
from the bore walls to reduce friction and
maintain a centered position. This may

The Hunters Pointe Sporting Traps

There’s ANew Addition To Our Family
And You Won'’t Believe What It Can Do!

Fully Automatic
Operation

60 Target
Magazine

12 Volt,
Completely
Portable

Thousands of
Targets per
battery charge

Smooth, Quiet
operating

Instant Cocking &
Remote Tripping

(ne Man Operate-
Shoot Capability

The Only
Magazine Trap
Shippable by UPS

Priced at one-third
other magazine
traps

Cradle Mount
[ncluded

QUIKFIRE 11-60/$1595.00

" The Hunters Pointe

Route 1, Box 166
4/ Augusta, KS 67010

X (316) 7781122

Complete $100.00

Other electric 90 Day
cocking traps Factory Warranty
from $645.00 T,
Shipped U.P.S. @

Pl

Made in the U.S.A. |_VIsA

Manual Rabbit
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also act as a final up-front seal. Itis interest-
ing to note that on retrieved wads there was
virtually no gunk ahead of the molded ring.

Patterns shot at my anticipated working

ranges for each respective load, such as 20
to 25 yards for the 9’s and 30 to 35 yards
for the 8’s showed effective spreads that
were quite symmetrical. Since its incep-

Located in beautiful Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania.

' Crazy Quall
» 5-Stand Sporting Clays

* Four 100-round Courses

* 64 Individual Shooting
Stations

* Trap Field
90' Tower

For More Information Call:

(814) 267-4484 Days

We have a beautlful lodge and a fully stocked pro shop

* Gunsmithing Services
* Rental Guns

Full facilities available for
» Corporate Outings
+Fraternal Organizations |
+ Picnics & Birthday Parties |

Open 7DaysA Week — 36‘5 DaysA Year '-

« (814) 267-3778 Eves -+ (814) 267-3945 Lodge
Lodging Available Within 10 Miles -

b TR

44 September 1992

The Victory idea is to change loads
instead of choke tubes for Sporting Clays.
This is how my 15-point Hastings tube
patterned with Victory’s Challenger 32-
gram load of 9’s.

tion, G&L Calibers has found its shells
winning all sorts of international competi-
tions. One of America’s highest-averaging
Sporting Clays shooters, Andy Duffy (89
percent), fell in love with the loads and the
Victory concept while in Europe. He now
uses them both for his successful shooting,
changing ammo for each station rather
than switching choke tubes. Some of the
top-ranking British shooting magazines
have featured the Victory rounds, and one
article described them as “The Gentle
Giants” among shotshells because of their
speed and very tolerable recoil.

Ballistics

I happened to be at George P. Van’s
Grinders Switch Club in Tennessee when
the first truckload of Victory ammo
arrived. During the next couple of days, I
managed to shoot a box of them with
pretty good effect. [ used the 32-gram 8’s
and some 28-gram 9’s interchangeably,
and they worked my Beretta A-303 per-
fectly. 1 purposely shot some very long
ranges on George’s “Little Switzerland”
course, and it was amazing the way the
28-gram Victory loads of 8s or 7%’s
would find the target at 50 to 55 yards
from a quarter-choked barrel. In an even-
ing fun session, I used a Marlin 40”-
barreled (yes, 40”!) pump gun and some
Victory 28-gram loads of 9’s to break
targets consistently at 43 to 45 yards. That
seems like a long way for 9’s, but a good
swing broke the target every time.

1 must digress to point out a difference
between the way Victory load-speed data is
given and U.S. ballistics are listed. Shoot-
ers who casually skim Victory’s catalog
data will see some exceedingly high muzzle
velocity figures. For example, the 28-gram
Challenger skeet load with #9 shot has a
published muzzle velocity of 1,400 f.p.s.,
which would make it seem to be a mile
ahead of Yankee loadings. However, state-
side ammo data is not given as a muzzle-
velocity reading. It is instead tested at 3 feet
from the muzle, and there is a significant
difference between the two!

According to research done by E.D.
Lowry, former ballistician at Winchester, a
shot charge can lose nearly 100 f.p.s. in its
first yard of free flight due to the impact of
air resistance (drag). What the Victory
data shows as a 1,400-f.p.s. muzzle velocity
turns out to be about 100 or so f.ps.
slower when stated in terms of U.S. testing
methods, namely, a 3-foot instrumental
chronograph technique.

My own shooting bears this out. WhenI
chronographed the Victory Challenger 28-
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This is how the same choke patterned
with the Victory Challenger load of 8’s,
also in the 32-gram persuasion. Note
how the 9’s spread more widely, while
the 8’s held a tighter core density for
longer shots.

\‘f%mw% ‘f}@m"‘?ﬁ man:\

gram skeet load, I had an average of 1,297
f.p.s. when clocking the leading pellet over
my PACT Il screens. All my chronograph-
ing was done with a Ruger 30”-barreled
Sporting Clays gun with a slightly over-
bored upper barrel and at a measured 3 feet
from the muzzle.

The point is, although Victory loads are
impressively swift, keep in mind they are
reported at an earlier point in their flight
than American loads, which seems to give
them a 100 to 150-f.p.s. advantage, To put
Victory published muzzle velocities on the
same plane as published American shot-
shell ballistics, you must subtract at least
100 f.p.s. from the Victory figures to
obtain the approximate 3-foot reading that
equates with U.S. testing practices. This
isn’t a rap against Victory data; it’s just the
way many European manufacturers do
things, and we Americans must be alert to
the discrepancy.

L L A L

i Although there is a difference in report-
E ing starting velocities, I must say the Vie-
= (Continued on Page 52)
.
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I Hosting the inaugural USSCA
o lllinois State Championships.
Pz
- Sept. 26 & 27, 1992
-
: | $7,500
Spurting Ulaysz :
2 | Lo Cash and Merchandise
s,
3 Class Payouts (AA, A, B, C, D) Entry Fee $125/Person
k oS50 ..$128 200-Total Target Format
E ot i Plus Fun Events
Trophies in addition to cash prizes.
*Hunter’s Class $100 entry fee Top Score *500 Cash
fet.. $200 %d - $100 (Based on 100 Entrants)
2nd..... $150 4th...... $ 75 If you register by September 5, 1 9_92,
*Lewis class dependent upon number of entrants. you will receive one free rour!d of Spon‘mg Clays
Additional prizes for top scores in at G(de Barn Sparting Clays.
Ladies and Youth classes.

For additional information contact: s Sept. 12-1_3
Olde Barn Sporting Clays ® Route One, Box 143A lllinois D.U. Sporting Cla.ys :
Oakland, lllinois 61943 e (217) 346-3211 Chapter Challenge ® $10,000 in prizes
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Accessories

@'"Texas
Twister"

Choke Changer

O Pilot prevents
cross threading
Q T-handle loosens
stubborn chokes
O Models to fit most
makes and gauges
CHOKE

@ TUBE
LUBE:

Anti-Seize Lubricant
= Prevent Galling & Corrosion

Non-Toxic « Non Stain
All Metals

VICTORY

(Continued from Page 45)

tory loads are some of the most-consistent
performers [ have ever tested. With the
Challenger 550 Super Sporting loads, for
instance, I fired five across my screens for
an extreme spread of only 11 fp.s. My
highest reading was 1,246 f.p.s.; the
lowest was 1,235 f.p.s. A 10-shot run
with the Challenger 28-gram #7% trap
loads also held tight tolerances, with the
highest load clocking 1,278.5 f.p.s. and the
lowest doing 1,268.4 f.p.s., a mere 10-
f.p.s. spread.

When I chronographed the 32-gram
Super Sporting 550 load of 9's, I found
a 10-shot string delivered 1,291 f.p.s.
for the lowest load and 1,300 f.p.s. for the
highest, an impressive extreme spread of
just 9 f.p.s.

WhenI got around to chronographing,
had unfortunately already shot away most
of my 32-gram 550 Super Sporting loads
with #8 shot, but the pair of remaining
rounds went 1,239 f.p.s. and 1,241 f.p.s.
over my chronograph, a meager differen-
tial. In any case, my velocities were indeed
uniform from the same boxes, and my pat-
terning followed suit. This would seem to
suggest tight quality controls.

The Challenger 1%-ounce (32-gram)
Sporting load carries a *“*550 BARS" desig-
nation on the box. Many shooters will

—————————

wonder just what the heck that means. 'm
not sure myself, but “bars’’ are a way of
reporting pressures. One bar equals
14.504 p.s.i., so if you multiply 550 by
14.504, you come up with 7,977.2 p.s.i. If
that is indeed the average working pressure
of the Victory 32-gram Super Sporting
loads, it is very low for shotshells
generating velocities up to 1,300 f.p.s.
(3-foot instrumental).

All the loads I checked cycled my
Remington M/11-87 and M /1100, as well
as my Beretta A-303. A box of Super
Sporting 9’s was used on American skeet
and registered a 25x25. When patterned,
the same load showed impressive evenness
of distribution and an overall 34” diameter
of effective pattern at 20 yards.

Although G&L Calibers makes a full
range of shotshells, .410 through 12-gauge
Magnum, it is the target-load line that is
currently coming to these shores. Whether
more loads will arrive remains to be seen.
For now, the Challenger and Super Sport-
ing 550 loads remain the focal point, and it
will be interesting to see how U.S. and
Canadian shooters accept the idea of
switching loads rather than changing choke
tubes as they progress from stand to stand
on a Sporting Clays course. Moreover, 1
will be curious to see if conventional skeet
and trapshooters take to these loads for
their games, too.

There is one final load I should mention

Sample included with each
EXAS TWISTER"

Spolar Power Load

Patent Pending

The hydraulic attachment for
the Ponsness/Warren re-
loaderthat does just what the
factory specifies.* It moves
the handle with steady, even,
uniform motion, speed and
pressure to produce the most
consistent powder and shot
drops possible.

Complete
Model 1200

) $835.°

-’ Now Two Models Available! - 800 or 1,200 Per Hour i

Spolar Power Load

Shipping & handling $20.00

@ Handle moves with steady, even,
uniform motion, speed and pres-
sure to produce consistent shells.

® Foot Pedal stops, starts or
reverses reloader instantly
and accurately.

® Frees hands to feed wads
and shells.

e Available in 3 or 412 second cycle
(800 or 1,200 per hr.).

® 10 minute installation, dis-
connects in seconds.

@ No modification to reloader.

® No adjustment required.

® 1-Year Warranty.

® Top Quality 100% American made.

® Engineered to last a lifetime.

Copyright Spolar Enterprises, 1991.
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Jam Fixer pops jammed “mushroom” shells out
without cutting! New magnetic tip. Only $7.49. No
additional shipping charge when ordered with
Crimp Set! California residents add 7%% sales tax.
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Ask your Dealer or Call

*Ponsness/Warren owner's manual states on page 7: "It is Do you want your reloads to really look like fac-

extremely important to bring the handle down in a steady, tory shells? The Spolar Super Crimp Set fits
1 '800'433-2909 even motion. This allows the machine time to ‘index’ properly Ponsness/Warren 800C and 900 (short die) re-

and facilitates correct shot and powder flow. The importance loaders. Includes a Super Crimp Starter and a

of a steady, even motion in pulling the handle cannot be Super Crimper. Sets availablein 12,20 &.410 ga.

stressed enough.” Spolar Super Crimp Set $40,95

28 ga. available in final crimp only - $29.95
SPOLAR POWER LOAD Shipping & handling $4, CA Sales Tax 7%%

Visa and MasterCard

Spolar Enterprises
17376 Filbert St, Fontana, CA 92335-5901 e (714) 350-9667 @ (800) 227-9667
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— the Challenger felt-wad load with a
28-gram shot charge of anything from 6’s
through 9's. People who like a degradable
wad or who think they get a different pat-
terning performance without a plastic
shotcup will want to try these. My samples
didn’t include any of these loads, but Vic-
tory says they're coming. The felt-wad
loads supposedly have a muzzle velocity of
1,350 f.p.s., which converts to about
1,250 f.p.s. in U.S. ballistics, and G&L
Calibers recommends them for hunting, as
well as clays. We'll see.

Meanwhile, the Victory Challenger and
Super Sporting 550 loads made an appear-
ance at the World and National Sporting
Clays championships at Okemo Mountain
Resort in Vermont in August. For addi-
tional information, the American importer
and distributor for these loads is Victory
USA, P.O. Box 1021, Pine Bush, New
York 12566. Telephone (914) 744-2060
or Fax (914) 744-5181 or see their ad on
page 42. We've had imported ammunition
before, but this stuff will really make you
sit up and pay attention! Ss

PrizeWinner Plus™
Shooting Vest

Unbeatable function for sporting clays; trap/
skeet; or recreational shooting. Lightweight,
removable PAST Recoil Shield™. Black
Ultraleather HP™ shoulder panel contoured for
fast gun-mounting. Flat-folding cargo/shell
pockets. Dual-Ammo™ pockets for fingertip
access to spare shells. Plus, separate pockets
for choke-tubes, glasses, and valuables.
Wrinkle-free cotton blend. Awvailable in
Burgundy or Tan. Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXI.
Specify right- or left-handed.

$84.95

Classic Shooting Shirt

A casual dress shirt with removable Recoil Shield™.
Care-free 60/40 cotton-poly blend. Epaulets; quilted
shoulder patch; pleated pocket with button-down
flap. Blue Oxford Cloth or Tan Twill. Short
sleeve or long sleeve. Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL.
Specify right- or left-handed.

Short Sleeve $40.95 Long Sleeve $42.95
Add $3 for postage & handling to all orders,

PAST SPORTING GOODS, INC.
P.0O.Box 1035-G Columbia, MO 65205

5 14 4466 T
FAX: (314) 446-6606 i| @

At your dealer or call
1-800-338-9585.
FREE CATALOG

Super X

WINCHESTER MODEL 12REBUIL|NG

Model 12 — 24", 26", 28", 30" Hasting Barrels Installed
16 & 20 ga. Model 12’s Converted to 28 ga.

PARTS & SERVICE

Stainless Steel Magazine Tube $24.95
Rust Resistant Gas System $89.95
Trigger Jobs 3% Ibs. $35.00
New Style Trigger Installed $95.00
Convert to 3" Magnum $95.00

WE CAN REBUILD ALL OLD WINCHESTERS, SEND COMPLETE GUN FOR ESTIMATE.
Note: $25.00 Estimate Fee Credited to
Work When Total Estimate Is Approved.

Winchester 42 Winchester 101
Receiver Rebuilt Stainless Firing Pin $14.95
Bolts Rebuilt Ribs Resoldered/Bbls. Tightened |

Belgium Reblue On Barrels
Trigger Job To 3%2-4 Ibs.
Complete Refurbishing l

Complete Rebuilding
Barrels Tightened
Trigger Jobs

Handling, Insurance & Shipping: Complete 1
Gun $15.00, Barrel $12.00, Part Order $5.00

Gunsmithing Video Tapes For
Win M/12 & Super X-1 Shooters

Do-it-yourself tapes show in detail complete
disassembly, things to look for concerning worn

parts, adjustments to make, parts inspecting and then

complete reassembly of your shotgun.

Winchester Model 12 & Winchester Super X-1

VHS Only $29.95 {plus $5 postage/handling)

Nu-Line Screw-In Choke Tubes made
of high strength, heat treated stainless
with Modern V"’ threads - no bulge,
flush fitting — Steelshot safe. Tubes
for Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays & Extra
fulls for turkeys (13 sizes)

NU-LINE GUNS, INC.

1053 Caulk Hill Road, Dept. SS Harvester, MO 63303

314/447-4501 or 314/441-4500
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